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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends, T/
In 1994 Genesis House began with a compassionate commitment of seven ( /ENggIg SE

congregations whose goal was to improve the lives of homeless families. Today
there are 11 governing congregations of all faiths who assist monetarily with volunteers and
other support. All of the congregations put aside their religious and spiritual differences and
work on homeless issues. Each Congregation has a representative on The Board of Directors and
with other members of the community are involved on a multitude of committees that relate to
aspects of the house and residents.

Genesis House values empowering people by respecting their human dignity and helping
them restore hope in their lives. We value advocacy on behalf of the poor in collaborative
partnerships to address the root causes of homelessness. We value responsible stewardship of the
resources and commitment provided by our donors, volunteers and employees.

The women and families bring with them their courage and willingness to grow and
change. We encourage and build on their desire for a better life and offer services and support
necessary to make real and lasting long term consistent changes. We have seen that homeless
families have remarkable resilience and resourcefulness. Despite all the challenges they face,
they find solutions that will help deter them from entering the homeless system again.

Staffing is comprised of the Executive Director, the After Care Coordinator at 15 hours
per week and the accountant at 15 hours per week. There is also a security manager who receives
room and board for her assistance. So you can see Genesis House is really very cost effective and
volunteer driven, with over 70 active volunteers. The biggest reason we have so many wonderful
volunteers is because of Muriel Sweitzer, Chairman of Volunteers. Everyone loves working with
and for Muriel. People make the difference at Genesis House.

As we progressed through this year we increased collaboration with other service
providers; obtained medical care for those who do not have insurance, offered mental health
screening for our people who are not using the mental health services, and provided a continuum
of care in our Aftercare Program assisting our past residents with case management to help keep
them strong and independent. Every day we work with human service agencies, congregations
and corporate partners who invest their time, talents and money. We offer life-changing
programs that assist residents to make permanent transitions from shelter living to community
living. We are proud that we are able to build long term. loving relationships with our families.

Genesis House is not just a place to stay when a family is going through a difficult time;
it is a home filled with LOVE, DIGNITY AND BELONGING.

Linore E. Lounsbury

Executive Director
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Volunteer recognition luncheon with the excellent
leadership of Muriel Sweitzer

GOVERNING CONGREGATIONS

Bethany Lutheran Church

Christ United Methodist Church

First Baptist Church

Franciscan Sisters of Allegany
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Islamic Society of Southern Tier

St. Bonaventure Roman Catholic Church
St. John’s Lutheran Church

St. Mary of the Angels Roman Catholic Church
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Temple B’'Nai Israel






